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confederacy, animated by a common purpose, and sanctified by a
common devotion to the country. ShivajFs great merit was that
he realized this danger, kept the separatist tendency under control,
brought the common forces together in the name of a common
religion, and he thus represented in himself, not only the power
of the age, but the soul-stirring idea, the highest need and the
highest purpose, that could animate the Marathas in a common
cause. He did not create the Maratha power, that power had been
already created, though scattered in small centres all over the
country. He sought to unite it for a higher purpose by directing
it against the common danger. This was his chief merit and his
chief service to the country, and in this consists his chief claim
upon the grateful remembrance of his people. It was not for
nothing that the people looked up to him as their inspired leader.
He felt the inspiration himself, and communicated it to those about
him, not only in one generation, but for generations more to come
after him, till the idea of re-establishing Hindu power throughout
the country was realized at once in the great centres or camps which
the Marathas established in all parts of the Indian Continent Thus
was the ground prepared partly by nature, partly by the ancient
history of the country, partly by the religious revival, but chiefly
by the long discipline in arms which the country had undergone
under Mahomedan rule for three hundred years.